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But well had it been had our ill fortune stopped there, for as if disaster must needs be the concomitant of success, we soon lost what we had thus gotten, by a small but very odd accident Not being furnished with such scoops as cm enemies made use of in tossing then hand grenadoes some distance oft, one of our own soldieis aiming to throw one over the wall into the counterscaip among the enemy, it so happened that lie unfortunately missed his aim, and the gienade fell down again on our side the wall, very near the peison who fiied it He, starting back to save himself, and some otheis who saw it fall doing the like, those who knew nothing of the matter fell into a sudden confusion, and imagining some gi eater danger than there really was, eveiybody was stiuck with a panic fear, and endeavoured to be the fiist who should quit the bastion, and secure himself by a real shame fiom an imaginaiy e\il Thuh was a bastion, that had been glonously gained, madveitently deserted, and that too with the loss of almost as many men in the i etreat as had been slain in the onset, and the enemy most triumphantly again took possession of it
Among the slam on our side in this action, was an ensign of Sir John Fen wick's regiment, and as an approbation of my sei vices, his commission was bestowed upon me
A few days after it was resolved again to stoim that bastion, as before, out of three English, and one Scotch regiments, then in the camp, a detachment was selected foi a fi esh attack Those icgiments were under the command of Su John Fenwick (who was afteiwards beheaded), Colonel Ralph Widdnngton, and Colonel Ashley, of the English, and Sn Alexander Collier, father of the present Loid Poitmoie, of the Scotch Out of every of these four regiments, as befoio, were detached a captain, a lieutenant, and an ensign, witb fifty men Captain Anthony Barnwell, of Sir John FcnwickS legiment, who was now my captain, commanding that attack
At break of day the attack was begun with great resolution, and though vigorously maintained, was attended with the desired success The bastion was again taken, and in it the commanding officer, who in service to himself, more than to us, told us that the centre of the bastion would soon be blown up, being to his knowledge undermined foi that puipo^e B it this secret pioved of no other use than to "lake us, by way of piecantion, to keep as much as we could upon the